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Marguerite Steen. The Sun is My Undoing. Viting Press, 1941. 
1176 p. $3.00 


Marguerite Steen is a prolific writer, perhaps too prolific in the 
present case since her worthwhile theme, the abolition of slavery, 
is almost buried in eleven hundred pages of lush and sultry passion 
extending over three continents together with one ocean and fror 
1760 to 1807 by which time death and age had extinguished most of 
the passion and Parliament the slave trade. The Sun is My Undoing. 
is the story of Matthew Flood and the children of his miscegenation 
woven against a backsround of slavc-trading and slave-orning. 


The book opens with a cock-fighting orsy staged dy Matthew for his 
sick grendfather Hercules Flood, hard-living merchant prince of 
Bristol, ending in the olc man's death by a stroke. Just before his 
Geath however Hercules makes a new will disinheritins his psalm- 
snifflins son, Jason, anc leaving an immense fortune to Hatthew who 
for ten years hac been the outcast blaclt sheep of the family. Jasor 
contests the will but dics sucdenly and Matthew is the undis»nuted 
heir. 


In the meantine Matthew has fallen in love with Pallas Burmestcr, 

one of his childhood playmates and tho epitorse of charm and beauty. 
Pallas howcver has a mind of her own ane, even though she overcanec 
her fatner's objcctions to the marriage, inueciatcly brceeks off the 
marriase when Matthew refuses to abandon his grandfaticr's profitable 
Slave-trading to which she is inexorably opposed. 


In ccspair Matthew leaves for Africa in once of his owm slave ships, 
the Cassiopeia. In Africa he battles the jumzle to conclude an 

advantageous treaty with a negro chicf ana kills a white trader to 
obtain Sheba, a negress of extraordinarily voluptuousness. Thence 


Xun J 


| 


across the scas to the Barbacocs and Cuba with a cargo of sleves and 
Sheba whom Matthew flaunts openly as his mistress in a life of cx-- 
treme debauchery. Sheba dies in childbirth at the hospital of the 
convent of Santa Clara and Hatthow, utterly disgusted with the rosult 
of his passion, leavcs the child to the care of the sisters and takcs 
a ship for England. After a tcrrible storm the Cassiopcia falls 

casy prey to Barbary corsairs anc Matthew becomes a Moorish slave. 


The story now switches to Cuba and Maria Cayetuna Flood whom the nuns 
in hope of obtaining the Flood fortune, had reared and were attcmpt- 
ing to force into the religious life. She however falls in love with 
Santiago de Lorche, cescapcs from the convent snd marrics him, bring- 
ing with her, after considerable litigetion, the Flood forturnc. She 
bears a daughter, Maria Pia Ge Lorene but no other children. After 
Meria Cayctuna's death Santiago is persuaded to marry again and 

Maria Pia, and dis:usted, leaves home goins to the court or 
Spain for a short time and then to Bristol where she reopens the 7 
Fiood mansion and meets Pallas Burmcstcr who has spent her cntire 
life as a spinstcr in charitable work and the Abolition movement. 


Maria Pian falls in love with Lionel Sax, son of Pallas! sister, and 
is covcted br his cldcr brother, Benauvort, as & riistrcess. In her 
cese as in her mothcr's the entire affair is complicatcd by her 
negroid ancestry. In the meantinic Metthew, horribly rutilated anc 
sccmingly insanc, is brousht back to Bristol as sn untrnowm prisoner 
of war and is confined in an asylum where he is Cciscoverec and 
nursed back to sanity by Pallas. Matthew, before his capturc, had 
cone to scc the cvils of slavery anc now joins Pallas in furthering 
the Abolition movemcnt with the unccrstanding tiat they will marry 
only aftcr succcss has their crrorts. this success docs 
comc Matthews dics quictly and Pallas is forced to finc her happi- 
noss in memorics as the story cnds. 


It is not too casy to give 2 derinite eévealvation of this book. The 
fundamental theme of the story--slavcryv is viciously evil and should 
be abolishcd--is good. Pallas and cventually liatthew are exccllent 
characters and the plot mechanics cand writing arc essentially sound 
but on the other hand there is entircly teo mucn vividly passionate 
sex and scvceral of the old canards agsinst the Church are dreggea 
out as perts of the story. Thesc include the Inquisition as 
prv.cticed in Cuba, Jesuit pridc, intolerance and intrigue, the old 
faithful means and cnds, false aspects of convent life snd others 
too numerous to mention here. 


The book is definitely not for adolcsccnt readers nor cen it be 
recommended indiscriminatcly to adults. It may hovever be vermittcd 
for some of the more mature and intclligent adult readers. 


Yugh Welpolc. The Blind Man's Housc. Doublecsy, Doran, 1941. 
557 Pe Y2.50 


This is the posthurious book of one of the greatcst English novelists 
of the present ccntury. Son of a clergyman, rcarcd in the shadow 

of a great Anglican cathedral, Welpole tends to linve a wholcsome 
rcligious and clerical(Anglican) beckground for his novels. The 
setting of this one is near the Polchestcr, mace famous by his 
masterpiecc, The Cathedral. 
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When blind, fine, and nobel Julius Cromwell and Celia, his beaut'- 
ful wife, riftcon years younger anda marricd only six months, 

move into Julius's ancestral Garth House in a little village 

near Sizyn Church rivalry and conflict imncdiatcly develop 

between Daisy Brennan, the rector's wife, and lirs. Cromwell. 
Daisy's social supremacy is threatened. Unfortunately Julius 

has hircad Jim Burke, handsome, lirs. Cromwell's age, and a 

reputcd seduccr of girls. 


Felling in love with Mrs. Cromwell, he forgets himsclf once and 
kisses her, a kiss scen by Daisy's little son Simon who innocent- 
ly reports it. Scandal starts sand srows. At a party somcone 
whispers in Julius's ear thet his wifc is “carrying on" with 
Burke. The very fact that Celia and Julius love cach other so 
intensely, promotcs jceslousy and suspicion betwccn them. During 
an illness Julius conquers his jealousy anc in the night sccks 
his wife's room. There he finds Burke, who against Cclia's 
protests hac entercd a few minutes beforc, insisting thet he was 
lcaving the country anc wishcd merely to say goodbye to her with 
one last kiss, thcir sccond. 


Burizc lcaves, and Cclia protests her innocence. The vhole town 
.in tne morning spcaks of adultery and the ladics dctcrminc to 
cut Cclia. Julius, without scolding, never touches her again 
and cvcntually tiovues. to seper: room. To C.lia's fucling of 
being vwrongca, xrsolnatca and dcsnoerctc.he onswurs thet he can't 
help himscif. that he necds timc, that she night go away for a 
while. But she loves Julius more than cver and can't lcave hin. 
One night when his housckeepcr cxplains how she cen love her 
worthless son cven against ner will, he dctermincs to return to 
— But tat very ni ght in the storm she had driven off, 
crashcad, and bcen found unconscious. It is Burke tho phones 
Julius her whereabouts. In the rain Burke goodbye forcver, 
and Julius end Ccolia start a new end wiscr lifc. In the nmean- 
whilc, Daisy Brennan ane the rector have adjusted thcir lives 
for the bettcr, too. 


The language is clcan and good. 
fo@ prostitute usec. A religious 


Only once is the biblical word 
and moral atmosphere prevails. 


The conscious idca of the author scems to have becn, "...we are 
all brothers together under God ane are all of us, one with 
another, our brother's kccpcr" (p.336). It is almost a sort of 
wnolcsomc Buchmanism--that cach must live up to the Tcn Coitiand- 
ments for the sakc of cveryone clse and that cach must help the 
other morally. 


More practically and specifically the novcl mekcs one fecl the 
terrible irmmortence and cirficulty of complcte marital fidclity. 
Pre-mariteal intorcoursc, while represcontcd as wrong, is treatcd 
almost too Waen Cclia oftcr marriagc almost casually 
confesses that at scventcen she once slept with a man, Julius 
takes it almost as a matter of course (p. 161). If ono were to 
belicve modern English novelists, there cre no virgins in England 
any morc! Vhen in 1893 Pincro in The Sccond lirs. Teanqucr 
allowed a gentleman to marry c “woman with a past,” ineleand was 
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so shockcd that no cstablished actrcss wanicd to take the part. 
Now, it almost cppears from British novclists, that unless a 
girl hes a past, no Englishman will merry her} 


Nevertheless, this is «a fine novel. Nothing bad is praised and 
the good is cverywhere made desirable. The book is recormendcd 
for young and old. The sccondary plot revolving ebout the recto: 
makes the book of somc spcecisl intcrest to clergymen. Onc 
scntence pronounced by the lazy rcctor in sclif-condcmnation is, 
"Tt's on awful thing to believe in God and not do a thing about 


it "(p.332). 


Harry Lec. No Mcasurc Danccd. Hecrmillan, 1941. 466 p. $3.00 


Two points form the basis of Harry Lcc's No Measure Denccd, the 
first, tiat a woman's natural sphere is not in the business 
world and the sccond, that the philosophy underlying ccrtain 
mcthods of modern business is cssenticlly wrong even from a 
naturcolistic sspcct. To both idvas we can give unquestioncd 
assent; to snothcr point however, thet cvery woman's major aim 
and only gooc in lifc is c man, we arc not preparcd to agrcéec. 
Around these points is woven the story of a modern department 
store and the mechanics of its opcration. 

Lily Stagg is forced by the death of her father to scck cmploy= 
ment. She finds it in Hcrman's, a third-rate department store, 
catcring cspccially to the poorer classcs. The hours are long, 
the pay small and a system of slavcdriving and cspionage kccps 
all the cmployces in a constant stste of fear. Thet situation 
and poverty at home cngcendcrs in Lily a single-minccd dcsirc for 
economic sccurity. This desire ccleys her marriage to Mark 
Lundcen who wants only a wife and a home and otherwise is 
satisficd to lct the futurc take care of itsclf. Mark and Lily 
finally marry but she kecps her job and cven when Mark gcts a 
bettcr job in anothcr tovm rcfuscs to quit. 


By this timc Lily hes worked her wey into the store and as 
Herman's gradually achieves style and distinction shc rises with 
it throush constant application to business and with the hclp of 
a minor sffsir with hor immedistc superior, lire. Beatty. When the 
storc finelly rcachcs its pinnacle under the genius of Charlcs 
Saltcr, who had achieved his position by shrewdness cnc by 
marriage into the Horman foridily, Lily is one of the top-flisht 
exceutives. She achicvid that cimincnee again by constant 
dcvotion to duty and attcmpts to hold it by working hcersclf in- 
to on cffair with Salter whom shc hopes to marry sftcr his wifc's 
Genath. In cverything she is cuidid solely by her manic for 
succcss and sccurity. When Scltcr leaves her to marry another 
women he incicates this clcarly «nd shows her how it has ruincd 
not only her lifc but cven her cfficicney at vork. Lily suddcn- 
ly discovers that she is middleacgca with nothing to live for and 
even slipping in her work to « point where ruthlicss methods or 
modcrn cificicney climinatc hcr from her job. She frinclly turns 
to Mark from whom shc has becn scperatcd for years and who has 
drifted into a state of scmievacrancy but finds him dying in a 
hospital as the book ends. 
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As noted avove the two major premises of the book are acceptable 
but several objectionable featurcs militate against its approval, 
Among these are the affairs of Lily with Salter and Mark with | 
Ellic including in scveral cases unnecessary sexiness. Together 
with those are Lily's abortion in order to keep her job and 
scveral instances of unjustifiable profane and vulgar language, 
This book is not rccormended for adolescents but need not bo 
entirely disapproved for adult reading. 


BOOK OF THE 1 ONTH-- SEPTEMBER 


Margarct Lecch. Reveille in Washington. lIarper & Bros. August 
20 1941. 483 Pe 


The story of the city of Washington is of especial interest to 
all citizens of the United Statcs. Reveille in Washington is a 
treatment of life in our nationel capitol during the Civ War. 
The averase history of the Civil War period prescnts to the 
readcr a continuous rcpetition of battlcs--battlcs interesting 
to one type of reader--the militeary student. 


In this analysis of the city of Washington and the Civil War, the 
readcr is introduced to the social side of the great conflict. 
lirs Lincoln and her domincecring rolc in her husband's adminis- 
trations arc ebly portraycd. Belle Boyd and Mrs. Rosc Grecnhow 
reccive ercdit as feminine aidcs to the Southern causc, Jealous 
hard-working sarcastic Stanton comes forth from the pages as our 
greatcst Secretary of War. Charactcrs large and small, taboo 
subjccts, prostitution, care of the wounded and graft are all 
ably notcd in this voluminous treatment of a bygone day. 


To this reviewer's mind the most intcrcsting contribution to the 
history of the War years may be found in Chapter XI entitled 
"The Great Army of the Wouncec". Hiss Dorothea L. Dix had 
dcvotcd her time and lifc to lunatics, paupcrs anc jail inmates, 
In 1861 she worked for the bettcrment of wounded soldiers. At 
the age of sixty she and Clera Barton wers to fight for reform 
in the nursing ficld. Their joys and sorrows are here given a 
mastcrrul trcatment. 


The charactor of Abreham Lincoln is not taowell portrayed. 
Perhaps this is duc to the books social philosophy as opposcd to 
thie goncrally acceptable overemphasis that is placed on politi- 
cal history. As a treatment of the Civil War period this book 
can be heartily reccommended. It possesscs an adcquatec biblio- 
graphy end contains a bricf biography of influcntial lcaders in 
its svncndix. 


Virginia Cowlcs. Looking tor Trouble. Harper & Brothcrs, 1941. 


447 p. $3.00 


Sincc March of 1937, when this chronicle begins, we have wite 
nessced the spreading of war from Spain almost to’ the cntire 
European continent. Nations hav. been conqucred, citics bombed, 
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refugecs by the millions havc flicd their homes, the world has 
become a vast military and cconomic battlicficlc. Trouble has 
hot beon herd to find." 


In this remarkable account Virginia Cowlcs describcs her cx- 
pericnees as a European correspondcnt for the Sunday Times of 
London. She went to Spain in March, 1937 whcre she covered 
both sides of the Civil War, giving the more favorable trceate- 
mont to the "Republicans" cven though she found it "difficult 
to belicve" thet the Communists “were fighting to rc- stablish 
the Republic". Shc soon understood "the gricvence against tic 
thurch, for in many of these cathedral spircs rosc 
splendidly over scencs of unforgettable squalor--spircs fashioncd 
by the moncy of tho peasants". (p.35) Yct on the same pnge she 
indicates that the nuns clonc had devoted themsclvcs to the 
nursing profcssion. It would have been more correct to 
attribute the anti-clcericcal movement to Communistic influcnec 
than to the native population. "Exccutions rcachcd staggcring 
figurcs" undcr the Nationalists of Franco. There is no mention 
of Republican murdcrs or rcligious non-combatants. 


After Spain came Czechoslovakia during Europe's "Bargain Time". 
A trip to Soviet Russia gives some slight indication of living 
conditions there around 1939. World War II opened with the 
Germen attack on Poland which is briefly described. Then came 
the "David and Goliath" episode in which the Finns withstood the 
Soviet army for long weeks in an Arctic Circle battleground with 
the temperature usually around thirty-five below. The descrip- 
tion of the Russo-Finnis!: war is tie most vivid and best in the 
book. 


The account of the fall of France corroborates Shirer's opinion 
in Berlin Diary that France did not fight, that its morale was 
low because Its leaders were poor. The fli ht of the refugees 
from Paris is another stirring episode, capably treated. Final- 
ly, comes the story of how "England Fights On" alone, with a 
strong concluding plea to tie U.S. to meet its "grave responsi- 
bility to history" by rising up "now, before it is too late" anc 
"declare wer on the Nazi forces which threaten our way of life". 
A pro-British tone prevails throughout, 


As with most journalistic memoirs there is no attempt to present 
the complete social, economic, political and religious backe 
ground of any one country. Yet through anecdote and vivid 
Gescription of major events we receive a striking impression of 
Europe in war-time. Looking for Trouble is an adventure in good 


readings that can be recommended to alle 


Mikhail Shololkhov. The Silent Don (comprising: And Quict Flows 
the Don; and, The Don Flows Wome to the Sea) Knopf, 19564-1041. 
2 ve 96.00 boxed. 


"When swept out of its normal channel, life scatters into in- 
numerable streams. It is diificult to forescc which it will take 
in its treachcrous and winding coursc. Where today it flows in 
shallows, like a rivulct over sandbanks, so shallow that the 
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shosls are visible, tomorrow it will flow richly and fully." 
vl. p.248. This quotation could well ex ress the generel idea 
of Mikheil Sholokhov's The Silent Don in which the author gives 
@ vivid eccount of the happenings to the inhabitants of a Cossack 
town, Tatarsk, on the Russian Don River from the entrence into 
the Worla Wer until the establishment of Bolshevism in the early 
'20s. 


The central story deels with the lives of the Melekov family, 
and particularly with the events in the life of Gregor Melekov. 
In the period of peece before the War, Gregor lustfully sets his 
eyes on Aksinia Astekhov whose husbend is away with Gregor's 
brother, Piorta, for his period of militery training. Because of 
the illicit love affair, Gregor's father Panteleimon mekes 
arrangements for Yregor's marriage to Natalia Korshunov. The 
comparison of the passionate love given to him by Aksinia and 

the passivity of his wife drives Gregor, efter the return of 
Stephen, to run off with Aksinia to take a position on the estate 
of a distant landowner, Listnitsky. Netalia, driven by the 
gossip attendant upon the desertion of Gregor, attempts to kill 
herself, but does not succeed. . 


Shortly after the birth of a deughter to him and Aksinis, Gregor 
is called to service with the ermy. Russia's decleration of wer 
finds Gregor with a Cosseck regiment, While he 45 et the front His 
little daughter dies of diphtheria; this sorrowful heppening up- 
sets Aksinia so much that when Eugene, the officer son of o14 
Listnitsky, seeks to comfort her with love she succumbs easily. 
Lying injured in a front line hospitel, Gregor is influenced hy 
the words of Geranzha, a disciple of communism; his visit home, 
after his recuperation, results in his finding out about Aksinia 
and Listnitsky. He leeves her to go back to Netalia, snd is 
pretty much settled down for the next three yeers of the war, 
during which time Netelia gives birth to twins, e boy, Mishetka, 
end e girl, Polya. The third yeer of the wer finis many of the 
front line Cossecks dissetisfied with the state of affairs snd 
ripe for the jiisscnsion sowed by the communists. Many leave the 
front for home in order to take up life where they left off. The 
first struggle at home between the White Russians and the Reds 
finds many of them have aelresdy left the bettlefield, but Gregor. 
imbued with the teachings of Geranzha, joins the Red forccs in 
the fight to instell bolshevism, When the Reds begin to advence 
end win, Gregor leaves the front end gocs home to live peacefully 
with Natalia end his family. During this period, Aksinie comes 
back to Tetarsk to live with her husbend, Stephen. 


The oppression of the Reds leads the Don Cossacks to revolt 
egeinst their government, end in the efrly period of the revolt 
Piorte is killed by some of his own neighbors who ere part of the 
Red forces, Jn the period before the revolt Gregor egrin goes tc 
meet Aksinie when she cén Snesk ewry from her husbend st night ; 
this is cut short by the uprising. The revolt is successful only 
to the extent thet the Reds ere swept ewsy from the region. In 
an attempt to defeat the regime, the Don Cossecks ere forced to 
join with their former officers whom they hrve ‘teserted. Gregor 
who has become © division commender in the rising is dissatisfied 
with the errengement. Meenwhile things heve happened et home. 
Verio, the wifc of Piorte, who wes not irreprorcheble even when 


her lusbanc was live, becomes ill with discasc; in her sp. 
she tells Natalic about Gregor going back to Aksinic. 
cecides to lieve an abortion so thet she will not suffcr 

ignominy of becring Gregor's child; the xbortion attompt 3 
an her death. Daria, who hes meadc the decision some time 
previously, drowns hcersclf in thc Don. 


The cxcussive cruclty of the rormcer officurs, now in cormcnd, 
causcs dissension in the ranks and dcmornliges the White forces. 
The final result of this is . flight bcforc the Red forces to the 
suc. Gregor tekosAksinic with him, but is forced to lcave hor 
on the way because sho is ill with typhus. In the rcetrect his 
father 1s killcd by the opposing rorccs. Their arrivel ct tc 
sea brings to lisht that provision has bccn mace for only a 

few to lceeve the country; and naturally the officers ere coiong 
thesc. To save hinself from acath, Gregor rides out to join 

the Red forces, in this scrvicc as in others he serves well and 
fights gloriously. His mother who never recoverca compl_tcly 
from the ceath of his brotticr dics whilc he is in service with 
the Red Army. 


When the Reda victory scums apparent, Gregor 1s scent home by the 
comuicnders. He gocs home with hepny heart thinking to sctile 
dowmm with Alsinic., only to Sind th-t he must stind tricl br 

the Sovicts -or bling with the Cossacks in the uprising. He 
fincs Slight Neevssary, mend sftcr bcing capturcd by a bane of 
Cossack who formerly in thc Rcd Arny he decides 
tint the only thing he crn co is to join thum. This dutach- 
ment wages kina of gucrilla csninst the Bolshvvists 
until it 18 surrounded end annihilatcd. Quictly coming home at 
night Grusgor trkes Aksinia away with him. Howcvcr, thcir rlisht 
is haltca by « stray bullet from a roraging party which kills 
Aksinin. The ultiimte Cutility of the whole war comes hone to 
Gregor when he dccidcs to go hom, come whet may, ond finds 

hat his daughter, Polyn, has dicd of diphtheri:. Of the 
entire family, only his sister Dunir, snd his son remain, 


Th. gencral moral ton. of the bool is not too good. Of cours< 
some allow:nce imast be made for the tiiws ond customs of tc 
country. Anyone not irmilisr with the ways or Russia in the 
period 1914-1920 would begin to Yoel that the Cosssecks were bent 
more on Sighting for tic mere sekc of fighting anc on chasing 
worcn then on vyishting for idccls, and thet the Cossceck wonen 
dic. not objcct too strenuously to the chase. The book is tilled 
with prorcnity, somctinces fomilisr ana sonctincs not. 

The acescription of the rape of girl by coiupeany of Cossack 
forces (nn. 184-186)is spp-lingly rceelastic and shovld be 
ecarcrully. 


While sore of nis description 18 very ood, it cannot vv 
considurca the work of One will Sind one's 
self wonccrins, "Yaven't I pone tint bes Tore?" “owever, his ic.cas 
on the cutala ty anc of war are consistent ana truc through- 
out the b oks coven in victory the thoughts of Grugor end the 
Cossacks seem to tend tow rd penec the tilling of the 
soll. The book is not for anyone but tic more 
type of 
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